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In the United States, 18 states require 
any person who suspects child 
abuse or neglect to report, 
regardless of profession.

https://www.childwelfare.gov/pubPDFs/manda.pdf
https://www.childwelfare.gov/pubPDFs/manda.pdf
https://www.childwelfare.gov/pubPDFs/manda.pdf




Wyoming state law (statues 14-3-205) 

Everyone must report suspected abuse or 
neglect of a child if there is reasonable cause to 
believe it may be occurring. 



Any employer, public or private, who 
discharges, suspends, disciplines or 
penalizes an employee solely for 
making a report of neglect or abuse 
under W.S. 14-3-201 through 14-3-215 is 
guilty of a misdemeanor punishable by 
imprisonment for not more than six (6) 
months, a fine of not more than seven 
hundred fifty dollars ($750.00), or both. 



Any person who knowingly and intentionally makes a false 
report of child abuse or neglect, or who encourages or 
coerces another person to make a false report of child 
abuse or neglect, is guilty of a misdemeanor punishable by 
imprisonment for not more than six (6) months, a fine of not 
more than seven hundred fifty dollars ($750.00), or both. 





http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=6kcKX2In0B0




Definition of Child Abuse
Inflicting or causing physical or mental injury, harm or 
imminent danger to the physical or mental health or 
welfare of a child other than by accidental means, 
including abandonment, unless the abandonment is a 
relinquishment substantially in accordance with W.S. 
14-11-101 through 14-11-109, excessive or 
unreasonable corporal punishment, malnutrition or 
substantial risk thereof by reason of intentional or 
unintentional neglect, and the commission or allowing 
the commission of a sexual offense against a child as 
defined by law. 

{W.S. 14-3-202}



“Threatened harm and means a statement, overt act, 
condition or status which represents an immediate and 
substantial risk of sexual abuse or physical or mental
injury”. 

{W.S. 14-3-202}

Imminent Danger



Definition of Child Neglect
“with respect to a child means a failure or refusal by 
those responsible for the child’s welfare to provide 
adequate care, food, clothing, safe shelter, 
maintenance, supervision, guidance, education, 
medical care, surgery, or any other care necessary 
for a child’s well-being.”

(14-3-202 (a)(ii)(D)(vii))



Non-accidental traumas which are deliberate physical 
injuries or physical injuries resulting from indifference, 
negligence or improper supervision. 

Definition of Physical Abuse



Possible Signs and Symptoms– 
Physical Abuse

• Injuries that do not make sense or match the explanation given
• Recurrence of physical marks or injuries
• Bruises, welts or adult-size bite marks
• Several injuries in several stages of healing
• Multiple bruises
• Burns (Flame, Scald, Contact, Electrical, Chemical, Sun)

o Marks from cigars or cigarettes
o Resemble an object
o Immersion or Splash marks from scalding
o Rope/friction burn markings
o Burns Head injuries

• Broken bones
• Lacerations or abrasions to mouth, lips, gums, eyes, external genitalia, 

limbs or torso
• Injuries to both sides of the face
• Grab marks on the arms and shoulders
• Internal injuries



http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=KtNYA4pAGjI


"The employment, use, persuasion, inducement, 
enticement, or coercion of any child to engage in, or 
assist any other person to engage in, any sexually 
explicit conduct or simulation of such conduct for the 
purpose of producing a visual depiction of such 
conduct; or the rape, and in cases of caretaker or 
interfamilial relationships, statutory rape, molestation, 
prostitution, or other form of sexual exploitation of 
children, or incest with children.”

(Child Abuse Prevention and Treatment Act, 42 
U.S.C.A. § 5106g(2) (2003).)

Definition of Sexual Abuse



Possible Signs and Symptoms –
 Sexual Abuse

• Difficulty walking or sitting
• Pain, itching, bleeding or bruising in genital area
• Torn, stained or bloody underclothing
• Sudden onset of wetting or soiling of pants or bed
• Sexualized play indicating knowledge beyond what is normal 

for the child’s age
• Sexually transmitted diseases
• Pregnancy, especially in early adolescence
• Inappropriate sexual expression with trusted adults
• Age inappropriate sexual knowledge or aggressive sexual 

behavior that appears adult-like
• Statements suggestive of sexual abuse
• Fears and/or extreme avoidance of specific persons, places or 

things 



http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=WAKYqCS7Poo


On Sexual Abuse…
• Children frequently don’t talk 

about it.
o Abusers commonly use threats to keep 

victims quiet
o Some abusers bribe their victims or tell 

them that no one will believe them if 
they tell

o In incest cases, abusers may scare the 
child into believing they will both go to 
jail or the child will be placed in foster 
care, if the child talks

o The child may feel embarrassed or 
ashamed

• Sexual abuse can occur and 
physical evidence may 
disappear quickly or not exist.



When to Report? 
● Suspected abuse or neglect has occurred 

○ Refer to Definitions 

● Imminent Danger of a Child 
○ There is reason to believe that abuse or 

neglect is going to occur. 
○ Refer to Definitions 

● Child is suicidal 
○ Contact law enforcement or 911 for life 

threatening situations.  



What information should I gather? 
Name of household members (Parents, Children) 

Other household members;
  
Address and phone number(s), Places of employment; 
 
Allegations; Collect as much specific information from the reporter, 
including, what, where and when the incident occurred. 

Household factors: 
Domestic violence in the home;
Family member’s drug/alcohol use;
Physical and/or mental health issues; and
Special needs for any family members.

The strengths of the family and the family’s culture; and

Safety factors (i.e. guns, knives, or other weapons in the home; 
violent and/or threatening behaviors; manufacturing or use of 
methamphetamine or other drugs; and/or safety threats).



If a child has a serious illness or injury requiring immediate attention; 
If a crime has been or is about to be committed; 

If a child has just caused or is about to cause serious harm to self or others. 



Common Myth About Child 
Abuse and Neglect

• Reporting child abuse means 
children leave their families.

NO 
o In most child abuse cases, children 

remain with their parents and there is 
a plan to improve the internal 
workings of the family. 



Common Myth About Child 
Abuse and Neglect

DFS takes children into custody.

NO 
o Wyoming law places authority for 

children being removed from their 
parent’s custody to law 
enforcement, specific medical 
personal, and the court. Wyoming 
DFS does not have legal authority to 
remove children from the home. 



The majority of Wyoming 
children placed in foster care 

return to their parent(s). 

In 2019, 72.2% of children 
leaving foster care were 

reunified with family. 



HIPAA and Reporting
The HIPAA privacy rule allows covered entities to 
disclose protected health information to law 
enforcement officials where child abuse and neglect 
victims are concerned through provisions stating:

“Child abuse or neglect may be reported to any law 
enforcement official authorized by law to receive such 
reports and the agreement of the individual is not 
required (45 CFR 164.512(b)(1)(ii)).”





Statistics taken from: https://www.childhelp.org/child-abuse-statistics/#pneglect and National Children’s Alliance

A report of child abuse is made every ten seconds in the United States.

https://www.childhelp.org/child-abuse-statistics/#pneglect






           

Reports made to DFS in Wyoming 

7,792 
   (January to December 2022)

           

Screened In reports

52.6% 
   (January to December 2022)

Wyoming Child Abuse 



           

Reports that involved an allegation and was investigated 

649 
   (January to December 2022)

           

Substantiated for abuse or neglect
           

425
   (January to December 2022)

Wyoming Data



A few more WY statistics….





http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Iud89Gi8Jgs


When to Refer? 
● Does the family need assistance in meeting basic 

needs? 
○ Food
○ Shelter
○ Clothing
○ Transportation 
○ Other basic needs

● Does the family need assistance in functioning or life 
skills? 
○ Mental Health support
○ Educational support 

● Are you unsure if there are available services to help the 
family? 



If your concerns include an unmet family need, you can and 
should provide the family with information about local resources. 

You may respond in a number of ways depending on your 
knowledge of and relationships with family members. 

Talk to the family about your concerns and discuss options for 
support, including referrals to appropriate support services. 

You may also provide information regarding services and 
resources directly to the family. 

Call 211 with the family (a warm referral) or 
refer to the family to 211 (cold referral)

Unmet Family Needs



Which children are at 
higher risk?

o Chronic or frequent illness
o Hyperactivity or ADHD
o Low grades
o Bladder or bowel control 

problems
o Disabilities or special needs
o Impulsive, aggressive, depressed 

or defiant temperament, since 
these qualities are more difficult 
for adults to handle. 



Risk factors 
are not 

predictive factors 
because of 

protective factors
Dr. Carl Bell, University 
of Illinois



https://docs.google.com/file/d/1ELTQi58ipM2sXyvfpaXQb5exyu4uNp0h/preview


Family Protective 
Factors 

Parental 
resilience

Social 
connections

Knowledge of 
parenting and 

child 
development

Concrete 
support in 

times of need

Social and 
emotional 

competence 
of children



What we know: 
Families gain what they 

need to be successful 
when 

key protective 
factors 

are robust in their lives 
and communities





http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=cqO7YoMsccU










http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=PB1Uo9nbIVU


Thank you for joining us today 

Sara.Serelson@wyo.gov
Nicole.Neider1@wyo.gov 

307-777-5452

mailto:Sara.Serelson@wyo.gov
mailto:Nicole.Neider1@wyo.gov


http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=HfHV4-N2LxQ

