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February 2022 PLC:

Building an Affirming Framework 
to Support LGBTQ+ Youth



How to Participate 
in Today’s Webinar

Participant audio has been muted.  Participants will be able to un-
mute their line if they have questions for presenters.

We will also be monitoring questions through the Chat box and 
answering them at designated times during the presentation.

This webinar is being recorded and will be available for viewing 
once it has been archived. We will notify everyone by e-mail when 
it is posted.



Building an 
affirming 
framework 
to support 
LGBTQ+ 
youth



Introduction

Pronouns: he/him/his



Key takeaways

LGBTQ+ youth are more 
likely to report mental 
health challenges, 
especially among 
BIPOC youth
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Key takeaways

While more schools are 
providing supports to 
LGBTQ+ students, anti-
LGBTQ policies continue 
to get passed at the 
state level.
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Key takeaways

There are practical 
guides to help 
organizations/progra
ms assess how they 
are doing on key 
policies and practices.
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Where are you?



SEXUAL
MINORITY

YOUTH

PERCENTAGE OF HIGH SCHOOL STUDENTS WHO 
EXPERIENCED PERSISTENT FEELINGS OF SADNESS OR HOPELESSNESS

DURING THE PAST YEAR, BY SEXUAL IDENTITYAND BY SEX OF SEXUAL CONTACTS, UNITED STATES, 
YRBS, 2019

YOUTH RISK BEHAVIOR SURVEY DATA SUMMARY & TRENDS REPORT: 2009–
2019
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SEXUAL
MINORITY

YOUTH

PERCENTAGE OF HIGH SCHOOL STUDENTS WHO 

MADE A SUICIDE PLAN DURING THE PAST YEAR, BY SEXUAL IDENTITY AND BY SEX 
OF SEXUAL CONTACTS, UNITED STATES, YRBS, 2019

YOUTH RISK BEHAVIOR SURVEY DATA SUMMARY & TRENDS REPORT: 2009–
2019
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SEXUAL
MINORITY

YOUTH

PERCENTAGE OF HIGH SCHOOL STUDENTS WHO 

ATTEMPTED SUICIDE DURING THE PAST YEAR, BY SEXUAL IDENTITY
AND BY SEX OF SEXUAL CONTACTS, UNITED STATES, YRBS, 2019

YOUTH RISK BEHAVIOR SURVEY DATA SUMMARY & TRENDS REPORT: 2009–
2019
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SEXUAL
MINORITY

YOUTH

PERCENTAGE OF HIGH SCHOOL STUDENTS WHO 

WERE INJURED IN A SUICIDE ATTEMPT DURING THE PAST YEAR, BY SEXUAL IDENTITY AND BY 

SEX OF SEXUAL CONTACTS, UNITED STATES, YRBS, 2019

YOUTH RISK BEHAVIOR SURVEY DATA SUMMARY & TRENDS REPORT: 2009–
2019
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Building an Affirming Framework to Support 

LGBTQ+ Youth
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Lynn Tubbs

Director of Cross System Supports

Division of Youth Development and Partnerships for Success

Pronouns: she/her/hers

New York State Office of Children and Family Services

Lynn.Tubbs@ocfs.ny.gov

Karen Sessions

Supervisor of Cross System Supports

Division of Youth Development and Partnerships for Success

Pronouns: she/her/hers

New York State Office of Children and Family Services

Karen.Sessions@OCFS.ny.gov

Introductions

mailto:Lynn.Tubbs@ocfs.ny.gov
mailto:Karen.Sessions@OCFS.ny.gov
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• Provide an overview of the LGBTQ+ focused work, and 

walk through the journey and lessons learned.

• Highlight LGBTQ+ affirming efforts and activities 

accomplished by the New York State Office of Children 

and Family Services (OCFS).

• Open a dialogue about how these efforts can be 

replicated in other regions of the country. 

Today’s Peer to Peer Learning 
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The Journey
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• OCFS LGBTQ+ Website

ocfs.ny.gov/programs/youth/LGBTQ/

• OCFS Policies

• OCFS LGBTQ+ Practice Model 

Policy

• OCFS Pride Month Tool Kit

Resources

https://ocfs.ny.gov/programs/youth/LGBTQ/
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Questions & Answers
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Lynn Tubbs

Director of Cross System Supports

Division of Youth Development and Partnerships for Success

Pronouns: she/her/hers

New York State Office of Children and Family Services

Lys@ocfs.ny.gov

Karen Sessions

Supervisor of Cross System Supports

Division of Youth Development and Partnerships for Success

Pronouns: she/her/hers

New York State Office of Children and Family Services

Karen.Sessions@OCFS.ny.gov

mailto:Lys@ocfs.ny.gov
mailto:Karen.Sessions@OCFS.ny.gov


Federal Updates



Please take a moment to fill out our short evaluation. 

Your participation in the evaluation will help us to 
improve our future services to prevention programs.


