


Introductions

• Name and Role

• Something interesting about your state

• What are you hoping to learn in this 
workshop?





Did you know? 

• More miles of river than any other state 
• UNL Weight room is largest in the country (3/4 acre)
• Cozad, NE is where east meets west 
• Baseball fans – come to the college series 
• Buffett owns Dairy Queen 
• Only Unicameral 
• 911 System of communication was founded 
• Marlon Brando’s mother gave Henry Fonda acting lessons in 

Omaha
• In Blue Hill, no female wearing a hat that would scare a timid 

person can eat onions in public



A community-owned 
prevention system that 
utilizes and connects 
local partners to best 
support children and 
families so that they 
have what they need to 
thrive.  Investing in 
children and families 
before trauma and crisis 

A holistic lifespan 
approach that provides 
resources, strategies, 
and supports for 
community members 
of all ages

Incorporation of cross-
sector community 
participants and 
partners that work 
together for sustain-
able system change at 
the local and state 
level

PREVENTION LIFESPAN SYSTEM CHANGE

Community Well-Being 
Prevention System
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Nebraska Children’s 
partnerships in a 
community-owned 
prevention system



History
• December 2006 – Learning Community and Service Array 

participants identified need for common set of well-being indicators 
to be utilized at the state and local levels

• April 2007 – Core partners developed a vision to use data to achieve 
the best outcomes for children and youth along the lifespan (ages 0-
26)

• Research was conducted by core partners to determine national and 
state indicators (what data exists and the quality of said data)

• November 30, 2007 – Over 300 community and state stakeholders 
identified 12 Key Indicators based on their communication, proxy, 
data, and action power (Mark Friedman) 



Child Well-Being Outcomes
• Children are Healthy
• Children are Safe
• Children are Ready and Successful in School and 

Beyond 
• Children are Supported in Quality Environments



Priority Indicator Selection 
Criteria
• Communication Power: Does it have a common 

interpretation across domains?  Is it understandable to all?
• Proxy Power: Does the indicator bring along other 

measures?  Is the link supported by research?  Does it 
matter to Early Childhood (evidence-based link to 
adolescents and parents)?  Is it useful at both the state and 
community level?  What is its tribal, national and global 
relevance?

• Data Power: Does it have established validity and 
reliability?  Can data on the indicator be obtained easily?  Is 
it cost effective?

• Action Power: Is it considered significant by the public and 
policy makers?  Does it have a story?  Is it viable in today’s 
political climate?  Does it lead to action within 5 years? 



CWB INDICATORS 2007-2016
• CWB Indicators used to track change in the number and rate of

• Substantiated cases of child abuse/neglect
• Children residing in out of home care
• Juvenile arrests
• High school graduations
• Births to Teens
• Children in poverty
• Infant deaths
• Children age 5+ living in a household where the primary language is not 

English
• Children in single parent homes
• Third graders testing proficient in English Language Arts

• 2017 broadened the Child Well-Being focus to Community Well-
Being, in alignment with the priorities of Bring up NE and the 
Community Well-Being Model





High-quality Data
Data represented on the map is 
comprised of select U.S. Census Bureau 
indicators, as well as 
indicators compiled from 
Nebraska state agencies.
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About the Community Opportunity Map

Easily Accessible
This free tool is available to the public 
with the goal of increasing access to 
information relevant to the well-being of 
Nebraska’s children and families.

Guiding Decisions
The map gives policymakers and other 
stakeholders another tool for making 
data-informed decisions about resource 
allocation, service delivery, emergency planning, 
and other policies that 
affect families.

Highlights Opportunities
The map illustrates locations (counties, state 
administrative regions, county and district 
court regions) where families/
children are at risk, but also the issues with 
which they struggle



13

A free tool putting 

vital community data 

at your fingertips 

– to ensure informed decisions for 

Nebraska’s families.
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Healthy Community Indicators/
Demographic Characteristics - ACS

• Vacant Housing
• Housing Cost Burden
• Resident Turnover
• Single Mother Families
• Child to Adult Ratio
• People 65 and Over
• Unemployment Rate
• Adults with High School Diploma/GED
• Poverty Rate
• Population
• Racial/Ethnic Heterogeneity



PARTNERS
• Community Attributes, Inc.

• Casey Family Programs

Nebraska stakeholders: 

• Boys Town 

• Nebraska Department of Health and Human Services 

• Foster Care Review Office 

• Nebraska Children and Families Foundation 

• Nebraska Commission on Law Enforcement and Criminal Justice 

• Nebraska Court Improvement Project 

• Nebraska Department of Education 

• Schmeeckle Research (Consultant/Facilitator) 

• University of Nebraska at Omaha, Center for Public Affairs Research 

• Voices for Children
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Children and Family Well-Being Indicators 
(County level only)

• Work hours/week to rent a 2-bedroom home
• Children in Single Parent Households
• Teen Births
• High School Graduation Rate
• Juvenile Arrests
• Proficient in English Language Arts
• Children Below Poverty Level
• Children in Out of Home Care
• Child Abuse/Neglect Reports
• Infant Deaths



Search the Community Opportunity Map by:

• Nebraska County (can search by more than one county at once)

• DHHS Behavioral Health Regions

• DHHS Children and Family Service Areas

• District Court

• County Court

• City or Address
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Map Moving Forward

• Add Nebraska state legislative districts 

• Create framework for multi-year updates and data display 

• Enhance map interface to show change in metrics over time
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Additional Community Indicator 
Maps

Map About

Community Opportunity 
Map Casey Family 
Programs

• Selected U.S. Census Bureau indicators 
• Available for any community in the nation 
• Informed by significant evidence of the community factors correlated with child 

maltreatment and a healthy community framework developed by the U.S. 
Department of Housing and Urban Development.

Opportunity Index 
Forum for Youth 
Investment

• Snapshot of conditions that can be used to identify and improve access to 
opportunity—in comprehensive terms—for residents and their communities. 

• 50 states plus the District of Columbia and 2,065 counties

Opportunity Atlas 
Raj Chetty/Opportunity 
Insights

• Estimates show the average outcomes in adulthood of people who grew up in 
each Census tract and were born between 1978 and 1983

• Maps the data by where children grew up

National Equity Atlas
Policy Link

• Data on demographic change, racial inclusion, and the economic benefits of 
equity 

• 100 largest cities, 150 largest regions, all 50 states, and the United States.
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Using the Community Opportunity 
Map

• Bring Up NE partners using shared data across the state
• Community strategic planning processes and toolkit
• Expansion of  Community Well-Being and Community 

Response investments
• Communities updating and reviewing community-wide 

priority plans
• Fun Facts

– Average of  230 users per month, July-December 2019
– 65% of  all users July-December 2019 were Nebraskans
– Have logged users from Seattle to New York to Hawaii



Group Conversation

• What have you found to be successful in not only 
making people aware of tools like this one, but also 
supporting behavioral change around the use of 
data in the prevention work?

• What strategies have you found in taking an asset-
based approach to data collection, analysis, and/or 
use?

• As we move this work forward, what should we 
consider? Do you see something we’re missing?



Group Conversation

Using your own local indicators, apply the Indicator Selection 
Criteria
• Communication Power: Does it have a common interpretation 

across domains?  Is it understandable to all?
• Proxy Power: Does the indicator bring along other measures?  Is 

the link supported by research?  Does it matter to Early Childhood 
(evidence-based link to adolescents and parents)?  Is it useful at 
both the state and community level?  What is its tribal, national 
and global relevance?

• Data Power: Does it have established validity and reliability?  Can 
data on the indicator be obtained easily?  Is it cost effective?

• Action Power: Is it considered significant by the public and policy 
makers?  Does it have a story?  Is it viable in today’s political 
climate?  Does it lead to action within 5 years? 



RBA Framework Worksheet 

• Test out the criteria by selecting three of your own 
indicators 

• Complete the worksheet with H M L ratings 
• Share your findings with your neighbors 
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