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Construct:

The PCRI assesses parents’ attitudes toward parenting and toward
their children.

Standardized:

Yes

Instrument
Type(s):

The PCRI is a 78-item, self-report questionnaire that can be
administered to either an individual or a group.

Uses of
Information:

The PCRI is designed to be used in clinical evaluations of children
and families in combination with qualitative evaluation and clinical
judgment by making normative comparisons possible. The PCRI
should never be used in isolation as the sole basis for clinical
diagnoses, treatment decisions, or custody recommendations.

Environment:

The PCRI may be used in clinical and research settings.

Description:

The PCRI is comprised of seven content scales that explore a
specific aspect of the parent-child relationship:
1. The Parental Support scale consists of 9 items that assess
the level of emotional and social support a parent receives.
2. The Satisfaction with Parenting scale consists of 10 items
measuring the amount of pleasure and fulfillment an
individual derives from being a parent.
3. The Involvement scale contains 14 items measuring the
level of a parent’s interaction with and knowledge of his or
her child.
4. The Communication scale consists of 9 items that assess a
parent’s perception of how effectively he or she
communicates with a child.
5. The Limit Settings scale contains 12 items that focus on a
parent’s experience disciplining a child.
6. The Autonomy scale assesses the ability of a parent to
promote a child’s independence.
7. The Role Orientation scale is comprised of 9 items and
examines parents’ attitudes about gender roles in
parenting.

FRIENDS National Resource Center for Community-Based Child Abuse Prevention

1

PARENT-CHILD RELATIONSHIP INVENTORY

References:

Cost:

Impara, J. C., & Plake, B. S. (Eds.). (1998). The thirteenth mental
measurements yearbook. Lincoln, NE: Buros Institute of Mental
Measurements.

•
•
•
•
•
•
•

KIT: 25 AutoScore Answer Sheets and Manual $99.00d
AUTOSCORE ANSWER SHEET (Pkgs. of 25) $47.00
SPANISH TEST FORM (Pkgs. of 5) $17.00
MANUAL $58.00Add to
CONTINUING EDUCATION (CE) QUESTION-NAIRE AND
EVALUATION FORM $20.00
PCRI MAIL-IN ANSWER SHEET. $17.50
PCRI CD. PC with Windows 98, ME, XP, or 2000.
$356.50

PCRI PC ANSWER SHEET. For use with the PCRI CD. Pads of 100.
$16.50
Availability of
Test Manual:

Yes. Contact developer to order manual.

Contact Info:

Western Psychological Services
12031 Wilshire Boulevard
Los Angeles, CA 90025-1251
Telephone: (800) 648-8857 - FAX: (310) 478-7838
http://portal.wpspublish.com/portal/page

Instructions:

It is suggested that clinicians explain to parents how they intend
to use the information from the PCRI in their evaluation. Parents
may be asked to respond to the PCRI based on their relationship
with only one of their children when appropriate.

Administration The client responds to all 78 items on a 4-point scale ranging from
strongly agree to strongly disagree.
Qualification:

The clinician using the scale should have clinical experience and
sensitivity and a through knowledge of the research on parentchild interactions. The PCRI is designed for use by individuals with
a background in psychological assessment.

Training
Required:

No specific training is required for administrators other than
familiarity with the content presented in the test manual, the
scoring forms and the scoring procedures.

Administration There is no time limit for taking the PCRI, but most clients
Time:
complete the form in about 15 minutes.
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Respondents:

The PCRI is a self-report instrument.

Scales/Item
Options:

The PCRI consists of seven scales: Parental Support; Satisfaction
with Parenting; Involvement; Communication; Limit Setting;
Autonomy; and Role Orientation.
Item
•
•
•

Scoring:

examples:
“My feelings about being a parent change from day to day.”
“My child is out of control much of the time.”
“My life is very stressful right now.”

Once the client has completed the PCRI, the clinician transfers
scores to the PCRI Profile Form that yields raw scores, normalized
T-scores, and standardized scores.
In addition, the PCRI includes two validity indicators: the Social
Desirability scale which indicates whether the client was operating
with a defensive or “fake good” response set; and an
Inconsistency indicator which indicates if the client may have been
responding randomly or inattentively.

Languages:

English and Spanish.

Psychometric
Properties:

Normative data on the PCRI were collected on a sample of more
than 1,100 (predominately white) mothers and fathers across the
United States in four major geographical areas (Northeast, South,
Midwest, and West).
The internal consistency (the extent to which the items in a scale
reflect a common trait or dimension) is good with a median value
of .82.
Test-retest reliability (the tests ability to elicit similar responses
from clients across administrations) is good with a mean scale
autocorrelation of .81.
The construct validity (the extent to which the PCRI measures the
trait it is intended to measure), based on internal consistency and
the correlation of each individual item with its scale, is good.
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